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	2025-26
	The Modeling the Future Challenge, a program of The Actuarial Foundation, is a real-world competition for high school students combining math-modeling, data-analysis, and risk-management into one exciting competition! To compete, students conduct their own research project modeling real-world data to analyze risks and make recommendations to companies, industry groups, governments, or organizations.
	This report provides a summary of the Institute of Competition Sciences' evaluation and review of the 2025-26 Modeling the Future Challenge (MTFC). Information gathered in this report was collected through online surveys completed by participants, through direct conversations with participants, and through ICS internal analysis of program components.
	Overall, the success of the Modeling the Future Challenge is evaluated on three main metrics: (1) Increased Participation, (2) Increased Awareness, and (3) Increased Impact. Summaries of the evaluation of the success of the 2025-26 MTFC in each of these metrics are included below.
	319
	Teams Registering

	168
	Teams Completing a Scenario Quest

	100
	Teams Completing a Project Report
	Teams Participating in Mentor Meetings

	100
	Teams Engaging in a Regional Event
	Teams Competing for Climate Resilience Award
	Teams Competing for Save a Million Lives Award
	Teams Submitting Finalist Videos & Reports
	Teams Participating in the National Symposium
	New program features were added in 2025-26 that included an updated Challenge Ambassador Program engaging past participants, updates to the Climate Resilience Award, the addition of the Save a Million Lives Award, offering micro-scholarships from MTFC University Partners, and continued regional structure and engagement with Regional Finalist Events in the Project Phase.
	The 2025-26 Challenge Ambassador program recruited 4 Challenge Ambassadors (with both current and past participants serving as Ambassadors) and engaged with all 4 for the duration of the program, leading to a 100% completion.
	Restructuring the Challenge’s survey design, requirements, and visibility resulted in a 201% increase in Pre-Survey completion (n=466, compared to n=155 in 2024-25) and 287% increase in Post-Survey completion (n=263, compared to n=68 in 2024-25) from 2024-25.
	Organization
	State
	Teams
	PA
	NH
	IL
	AL
	TX
	OR
	CA
	IL
	NC
	AZ
	MA
	TX
	NY
	IL
	AZ
	CA
	LA
	NJ
	NJ
	NE
	WA
	IN
	GA
	PA
	CA
	TN
	NJ
	CA
	NC
	PA
	CA
	CA
	CA
	CT
	NV

	State
	Teams
	CA
	CA
	WA
	NJ
	CA
	CA
	KY
	MD
	ME
	CA
	FL
	PA
	NY
	NJ
	TX
	CA
	NY
	IL
	CA
	CA
	AL
	OH
	TX
	PA
	UT
	IL
	WV
	TX
	TX
	MI
	CA
	NY
	NJ
	CA
	IL



	Organization
	State
	Teams
	MO
	MA
	VA
	FL
	PA
	AZ
	IL
	NJ
	NY
	CA
	NJ
	CA
	MD
	CA
	IN
	IL
	MA
	NC
	MI
	WI
	CA
	CA
	AZ
	AR
	MA
	MA
	MD
	TX
	NJ
	RI
	MD
	AZ
	MN
	CA
	CA
	TX
	NJ
	TX
	TX
	AL

	Organization
	State
	Teams
	RI
	FL
	MI
	NY
	PA
	MI
	NY
	CA
	MD
	NY
	CA
	NJ
	CA
	NJ
	TX
	IL
	TX
	OH
	MA
	IL
	PA
	IN
	* Serves free/reduced lunch to more than 50% of the student population † Title I School †† Private School ††† Extracurricular Organization

	Southeast Region Finalist Announcement
	New England Region Finalist Announcement
	3/17/26

	37 attendees
	7 views
	3/18/26

	80 attendees
	5 views
	Southeast Region Finalist Teams:
	New England Region Finalist Teams:

	Northeast Region Finalist Announcement
	Southwest Region Finalist Announcement
	9 views
	55 attendees
	3/19/26

	5 views
	41 attendees
	3/19/26
	Northeast Region Finalist Teams:

	The following Case Competition tasks were useful for my students:
	4.7%
	55.8%
	39.5%
	Scenario Quest: Mission Content
	4.7%
	4.7%
	46.5%
	44.1%
	Scenario Quest: Optional Submission Template
	18.6%
	34.9%
	46.5%
	Sample Datasets
	11.6%
	46.5%
	41.9%
	Scenario Quest: Corn Farming Prompts
	4.7%
	44.1%
	51.2%
	Project Phase Guide
	16.3%
	32.5%
	51.1%
	Submission of Questions to Mentors
	9.3%
	37.2%
	53.5%
	Scenario Quest: Team Topic Response Prompts
	4.7%
	44.1%
	51.2%
	Open Theme
	4.7%
	53.4%
	41.9%
	Visual Highlight of a Risk
	The following Case Competition tasks were useful for my students:
	2.3%
	41.9%
	55.8%
	Final Project Report
	16.3%
	39.5%
	44.2%
	Resource Library
	9.3%
	39.5%
	51.2%
	Online Submission Tips
	21%
	39.5%
	39.5%
	16.3%
	23.3%
	60.4%
	20.9%
	41.9%
	37.2%
	Webinars (and their recordings)
	Mentorship from Actuaries
	Email Newsletters
	23.3%
	55.8%
	20.9%
	23.3%
	62.7%
	14%
	Esri/ArcGIS Licenses
	MATLAB by MathWorks
	Students were also asked to rate the following components on how valuable they were in motivating them to complete and submit an MTFC Project:

	1.5%
	0.8%
	7.6%
	38.0%
	52.1%
	3.4%
	1.1%
	16.0%
	36.5%
	43.0%
	1.5%
	4.9%
	17.9%
	42.2%
	33.5%
	4.2%
	14.4%
	31.6%
	1.9%
	47.9%
	1.9%
	10.6%
	1.5%
	31.2%
	54.8%
	0.8%
	1.1%
	11.8%
	32.3%

